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PRAISE FOR THE BOOK 
“Harris argues that Austen was a satirist, celebrity-watcher, and 
a keen political observer, and she backs up her analysis with 
plenty of examples from Austen's works. Laugh, groan, and 
sigh alongside Austen as you enjoy the connections between 
her works and the current events that surrounded her. We find 
Harris's books indispensable to understanding the true nature 
of Austen's courage.” 

-- Jane Austen Books 
 

“Many readers will initially be skeptical of Harris's claims about 
Austen as a "celebrity-watcher" who frequently based 
characters on famous figures, and many will be put off by the 
frequency of usages such as may have, could have, if, and 
perhaps. But Harris's astonishingly rich knowledge of the 
newspapers, cartoons, and personal correspondence of 
Austen's time really does permit her to present a new 
Austen…. [T]his is a wonderfully rich and convincing 
presentation of much new material.” 

-- CHOICE 
 

“The book aims to expand our ideas of the nature and bounds 
of the society Austen knew. The web of acquaintance, 
coincidence and proximity conjured by Harris is a marvel, and 
the surprising juxtapositions it produces will certainly inspire 
fresh thinking about the novels.” 

-- Times Literary Supplement 
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